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4 BUSINESSES DAMAGED OR HOMES BURNED
; 40 RESIDEMTS HOUSES BURMNED
24 COMMERGIAL BEUILDINGS BURNED
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lllinois Militia and/or National Guard “Long and Honorable Service Medal”;
“Spanish-American War, Cuba Campaign Medal”, 8t Regiment! Potentially

awarded after 1903? Regiment was comprised of African American soldiers.




» National Park Service Study =

o Site Visit —April 17, 2019 SERVICE
o NPS found Site Suitable — September 17,
2019
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LEGEND

OCCUPIED IN 1908
BURNED DURING RIOT
HOUSE FOUNDATIONS
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Reverend Henry Brown

The first home constructed within Wright and Brown’s
Subdivision was that of Reverend Henty Brown (who
coincidentally had the same name as one of the subdivision’s
developers). Henry Brown was born in North Carolina in 1823
as a free person of color. Around 1835, he moved to Ohio
where he remained for about a year before relocating to the
Beech Settlement, a free-Black community in Rush County,
Indiana. Circa 1846, Brown was ordained as an itinerant
preacher in the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church.
This work brought him to Paris, Illinois, where he met and
married Mary Ann King in 1847. The couple moved to
Springfield shortly afterwards. In addition to ministerial duties,
Reverend Brown also worked as a  whitewasher and general
laborer at points in time while in Springfield.

Henry Brown became acquainted with attorney Abraham
Lincoln., did various jobs for him, and the two became friends.
In recognition of that friendship and the Reverend’s stature
within Springfield’s African American community, Brown was
asked to escort Lincoln’s horse, “Old Bob,” during Lincoln’s
funeral procession in Springfield in 1805.

Reverend Brown was known for his efforts at promoting race
equality, and also was involved in the Underground Railroad,
working as a “conductor” from the network’s Quincy and
Springfield’s stations.

Above.  Reverend Henry Brown holding Abraham
Lincoln’s hotse, ‘Old Bob,” which he escorted during
Lincoln’s funeral procession in May 1805.

Left. The Brown’s tesidence (circled in
ted), as depicted on the 1867 bitd's-eye
view of Springfield.

Right. Clipping of Rev. Henty Brown’s
obituaty from 1906 (Iinois State Register, 4
September 1900).

Henry Brown’s house, which was built in the late 1850s,
occupied the west half of Lots 7 and 8, Wright and Brown’s
Subdivision which fronted the northeast corner of Tenth and
Madison streets. While speculative, Reverend Brown’s place
of residence is suspected to have played a tole in attracting
other prominent Blacks to build homes and reside in the same
subdivision in the 1860s.

The Brown family continued to occupy their home in Wright
and Brown’s Subdivision until 1890, at which time it was
demolished to accommodate the construction of a plaster
mill. Reverend Brown resided in Springfield until his death in
1906.
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R | DEATH OF REV. HENRY. BROWN,
COLORED.

. [Was One of Conduotors of “Unders
ground Railroad’ and a Preacher
. For 8ixty Yeara.
Brown—Dled, at 6:5 o'clock Mon-
day evening, § 1906, ut Wy vosl- |
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